
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : WEDNESDAY, 11 NOVEMBER 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU WELCOMES ARRESTS OF SUSPECTS FOR 

BEHEADING OF UMZINTO MAN 

 

THE KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies 

Mchunu, has welcomed the swift arrests of two suspects in connection with the killing of 

Nawaaz Khan, who was recently murdered and beheaded in Umzinto, on the South 

Coast of KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

Khan, 23, of Gandhinagar, Umzinto, had been reported missing on Saturday, 31 

October 2015. Khan’s close friend, Thando Duma, 21, was questioned by detectives 

and apparently broke down, and led police to a forest where Khan’s headless body was 

found in the bushes.  

 

It is alleged that Duma had consulted a traditional healer who requested a human head 

in order to help him. The traditional healer and Duma are alleged to have lured Khan to 

the bushes where he was murdered.  Duma has been charged and appeared in court 

today. 

 



Yesterday, CPF members and community members of the Msholozi temporary housing 

settlement in Umzinto surrounded a house where the traditional healer was at the time. 

Police arrested the 31-year-old suspect and recovered a head, suspected to be that of 

Khan.  

 

Today (11 November 2015) MEC Mchunu welcomed the breakthrough, and 

commended the community and CPF for working with the police to ensure that that the 

suspects were apprehended.  

 

“We are indeed, disgusted and condemn the murder of Mr Khan. 

“We, however, welcome the partnership of the community, CPF and police that 

led to the arrests of the suspects. This serves as a good example of what all 

communities can do to ensure that their places are free of crime and criminals.  

 

“This is, indeed, a welcomed move which underlines what could be achieved if all 

communities join the growing movement against crime and criminality. 

“It is only through partnerships between police and communities that we can 

defeat criminals. 

 

 “We appeal for the police to be given space to finalise the investigation without 

anyone speculating on the motive of this killing and we hope the truth shall come 

out in court,” said MEC Mchunu, urging community members to desist from following 

illegal instructions of traditional healers but rather report them to police. 

  

Mchunu also extended his condolences to Khan’s family and friends. 

 

Enquiries:            Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.Khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

OR  

Kwanele Ncalane 

    072 803 1462/079 6995755 

    Kwanele.Ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za. 

tel:0826826437
mailto:Sipho.Khumalo@comsafety.gov.za
tel:0796995755

